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On the cover: 
With COVID precautions in place, the ISJL 
has still offered services and support. Here, 
Rabbi Matt Dreffin leads prayers for our 
communities.



WE ALL NEED 
SUPPORT
THE MISSION OF THE GOLDRING/WOLDENBERG 

Institute of Southern Jewish Life (ISJL) is to support, 
connect, and celebrate Jewish life in the South. Those 
few words embody a tremendous commitment. No 
matter what, we’re dedicated to delivering on the 
promise of our mission. As we continue navigating 
these strange times, feeling hopeful as the first 
COVID-19 vaccines are administered, we want to 
focus not only on meeting new and evolving needs 
but also on sustaining the values we hold dear at all 
times. 

That’s why throughout 2021, our Shalom Y’all 
issues will each hone in on one of the three core 
principles of our mission: Support, Connect, and 
Celebrate. In this issue, focusing on Support, we will 
highlight the ways in which we are supporting our 
communities, the inspiring ways they are working to 
support each other, and how the support we receive 
enables us to keep going—now and always. 

Looking back, one year ago the February issue of 
Shalom Y’all was themed “2020: Year of Vision,” and 
we were joyfully marking the twentieth anniversary 
of the ISJL. What a strange reflection! There is no 
way we could have envisioned how the rest of 2020 
would unfold; that a month later, our staff would 
all be working remotely and rapidly adapting our 
programming. But we persevered, and the spirit of 
support never dimmed or diminished.

We don’t know what this year will hold, but we 
do know that with mutual support, we will continue 
moving forward. We wish all of you health and hope 
in the months ahead, as we support one another 
every step of the way.

L’shalom,
The Board & Staff of the ISJL
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FROM THE 
CEO

Michele Schipper
CEO

IN YEARS PAST, WHEN PEOPLE 
would ask me, “How are you?” 
my response was almost always 
a cheery, smiling: “Great! How are 
you?” 

That changed about a year ago.
My typical response of “Great!” 

became instead “We’re doing the 
best we can.” 

If we’re honest, the pandemic 
changed a lot of things—including 
how we’re doing day-to-day, and 
including the work of the ISJL. But 
we truly are doing the best we can, 
and what I’ve been grateful for lately 
is the realization that the best we 
can is actually pretty inspiring.

My team here at the ISJL has 
been so committed to doing all 
they can do to be responsive, 
responsible, and tenacious as we 
shifted programming to address 
our communities’ ever-changing 
needs. To our sometimes-surprise, 
these shifts have yielded important 
changes in our approach to our 
work, and even deepened our 
connections with our communities.

That’s the surprising thing about 
support: it can look differently than 
expected, and be even better than 
initially imagined.

We began 2020 by celebrating 
the ISJL’s twentieth anniversary—a 
celebration that was quickly 
overshadowed by the realities of 
COVID-19. Our world changed. 
As public spaces shut down, and 

remote programming became the 
norm, I began, as so many others, 
to turn to our faith for strength. The 
words of Pirkei Avot (Ethics of our 
Fathers) have given me comfort and 
guidance in the past and during this 
pandemic. In particular, I’ve found 
solace in these words: 

The world is based on three 
things – on Torah, on service, and on 
acts of loving-kindness. 

Torah, meaning learning; service, 
meaning supporting others in the 
name of God; and loving-kindness, 
as the baseline of behavior to which 
we should all aspire. To me... that 
sounds like the ISJL. 

We bring learning into everything 
we do. We support communities 
and individuals in pursuing 
enriching, engaging Jewish life. We 
approach our work, especially now, 
with a deep sense of love for our 
communities.

“WE BRING LEARNING 
INTO EVERYTHING 
WE DO. WE SUPPORT 
COMMUNITIES AND 
INDIVIDUALS IN 
PURSUING ENRICHING, 
ENGAGING JEWISH LIFE. 
WE APPROACH OUR 
WORK, ESPECIALLY 
NOW, WITH A DEEP 
SENSE OF LOVE FOR 
OUR COMMUNITIES.”

As you read this issue of Shalom 
Y’all, the ISJL is celebrating our 
21st anniversary, and we have truly 
come of age. Despite difficulty, 
we have ensured no interruption 
in the support we offer Jewish 
communities and individuals across 
the South. My pride in our staff has 
only grown as I have witnessed so 
much generosity of spirit, a true 
esprit de corps as we have all worked 
together. 

I am also profoundly grateful 
for the acts of loving-kindness and 
support from our donors, who have 
helped us continue our work. I am 
equally grateful for the trust and 
partnership of all the congregations, 
who have shared resources and 
programming, and for all the 
individuals in my personal and 
professional life who have placed 
their faith in us, asked what they 
can do to help, or offered a kind 
word of encouragement. In a year 
that brought so much upheaval and 
pain, the power of such support has 
carried us through. 

If you are able to support the ISJL 
at this time, through word, deed, or 
donation, please know how grateful 
our entire team is to have you as 
partners in our ongoing work. Be 
well, and here’s to an even more 
supportive future.

May we continue to go from 
strength to strength,
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FROM THE
BOARD CHAIR 

ONE DAY IN THE DISTANT 
future, your kids or grandkids may 
ask you, “What did you do during 
the COVID-19 pandemic?”

Your response might be 
something along the lines of, “Well, 
life slowed down—a lot. We no 
longer commuted to work. We 
worked from home. We didn’t 
go out with family or friends. We 
connected through FaceTime and 
Zoom. Travel, concerts, and social 
gatherings were all cancelled or 
totally reimagined.” 

“What did you do for fun?” might 
be the curious response. 

“It wasn’t so bad,” you might 
say. “I remember going to a live-
streamed Chanukah concert in 
December 2020. It was marvelous. 
A well-known Jewish musician 
named Julie Silver sang holiday 
favorites and took special requests. 
More than 460 households logged 
in. I saw lots of people, even some 
old friends, singing along and 
celebrating Chanukah together...
even though everyone was in their 
own home. It was pretty special.”

“How did this happen?” your 
youngster might ask.

“We were lucky,” you replied. 
“There was an organization called 
the Goldring/Woldenberg Institute 
of Southern Jewish Life. The ISJL did 
all sorts of cool things to support 
Jewish communities in the South. 
When it was unsafe to travel, the 

“And the ISJL didn’t stop there. It 
kept us connected to Jewish holidays, 
education, and each other. Before 
the pandemic, the ISJL provided 
rabbinical visits to congregations 
with no rabbis and Education 
Fellows traveled to congregations 
across the South to help deliver 
Jewish programming to almost 
4,000 kids. When in-person visits 
became impractical, the ISJL didn’t 
miss a beat. It went virtual. Even 
with its community engagement 
programming, like Our Reading 
Family—where entire families 
celebrated literacy together—virtual 
learning was in full force. In fact, I 
remember hearing one of our staff 
members tell the story of a parent 
who was thrilled because both of 

Jay Hesdorffer
ISJL Board Chair

ISJL created a Virtual Vacation. 
You could go on the ISJL website 
or follow them on social media, 
and take a virtual tour to selected 
destinations across the South. It was 
like having a pandemic getaway...

“WHEN IN-PERSON 
VISITS BECAME 
IMPRACTICAL, THE ISJL 
DIDN’T MISS A BEAT. IT 
WENT VIRTUAL... THAT 
WAS THE MAGIC OF THE 
ISJL. WE SUPPORTED 
COMMUNITIES AND 
THOSE COMMUNITIES 
SUPPORTED US!”

her children who participated in the 
program exceeded their reading 
goals the next semester in school. 
What happened next was amazing: 
this mom donated almost 70 books 
to the fall book drive for Our Reading 
Family! 

“That was the magic of the ISJL. 
We supported communities and 
those communities supported us!”

“So, what happened to the ISJL?” 
is the delighted follow-up question.

Hopefully, that part of the story 
goes like this... and you’re the ones 
who can help make this fairy-tale 
ending come true:

“In 2020–2021, the ISJL was 
fortunate to receive a matching 
gift challenge from an anonymous 
foundation. The ISJL could receive 
up to $250,000 in matching funds 
if it raised up to $500,000 for 
capacity building. With the help 
of their supporters, the ISJL raised 
those important dollars despite 
the pandemic—and then went on 
to keep receiving and providing 
vital support. The ISJL is still going 
strong, supporting, connecting, and 
celebrating Jewish life in the South.” 

And if you’re wondering why 
this story has four questions…well, 
that’s a hint of what’s to come. The 
ISJL looks forward to bringing you 
a streaming Passover seder this 
spring. Here’s to the next chapter in 
our shared story!
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EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT SYSTEMS
Education

Rabbi Matt Dreffin
Director of Education 

WE’VE ALWAYS CARED ABOUT 
supporting communities taking on 
the sacred task of Jewish education. 
While we were anxious about a 
global pandemic, that desire to 
provide an excellent experience 
for southern Jews did not go away. 
In fact, our support may have 
ramped up even more. Everyone 
got stretched super thin. Directors 
and teachers have been stressed—
working at home, trying to educate 
their children as public schools 
closed or went remote, all while also 
trying to sustain Jewish education. 

We saw that we still needed to 
support our communities, but we 
needed to find new and different 
avenues to be more effective in such 

a wildly different environment than 
that of the ISJL’s first twenty years. 
Religious school this year looks 
different from the outside. Still, 
from the Education Department’s 
side of the Zoom screen, great 
programming is happening. 

These evolutions have been 
exciting and sometimes better for 
the environment: all of our paper 
materials are now digital! We 
expanded our website and PDF-
formatted offerings! We developed 
v i d e o - c o n f e r e n c e - f r i e n d l y 
classroom experiences and lesson 
plans! 

We worked hard to finish 
adapting our standard curriculum 
into engaging one-hour lessons 

that communities can implement 
over virtual platforms. Teachers and 
directors access these lessons as 
we create, edit, and upload in real-
time. They can easily download the 
lessons as they need them, and they 
also have access to accompanying 
slide presentations that help 
students stay focused and engaged 
with the material.

We have continued our 
professional development offerings 
this fall with deeper dives and 
refresher courses on how best to 
teach over Zoom. Our Fellows learn 
these best practices, and then they 
are able to model virtual lessons 
and help come up with new ways to 
teach using digital tools. One Fellow 

Bethany Berger 
Assistant Director of Education

The ISJL Education team supports communities no matter what.
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even taught a lesson about being 
kind online to a group of teenagers!

“Virtual visits” have enabled 
Fellows to connect with their 
communities. One Fellow led 
a Shabbat service for a small 
community, and the Fellow’s own 
family was able to join, adding 

To learn more about the ISJL’s Education Department, email jewisheducation@isjl.org. 

special meaning to their work. 
Fellows virtually visiting places they 
have visited in person get many 
private messages when they show 
up to Zoom services asking how 
they have been, warmly schmoozing 
through the screen.

We know that our online learning 
tools are great, but virtual school is 
not for everyone. One of our most 
significant projects this school year 
has been creating asynchronous 
learning kits for all ages. Each kit 
allows students to explore Jewish 
topics through multiple modes of 
learning. Each activity can be done 
alone or with a family member. These 
kits allow students with Zoom fatigue 
to connect and engage with Judaism 
in a way that works best for them.

But we aren’t the only 
ones supporting our partner 
communities—they have been 
supporting each other. Our closed 
Facebook group, ISJL Education 
Partners, has been more active in 
the past year than in all previous 
years, with community members 
and staff sharing a plethora of 
resources—both those created in-

Children throughout the region enjoyed 
our virtual Chanukah children’s program, 
where they really did make dreidels out of 
clay!

“THESE EVOLUTIONS 
HAVE BEEN EXCITING 
AND SOMETIMES 
BETTER FOR THE 
ENVIRONMENT: ALL OF 
OUR PAPER MATERIALS 
ARE NOW DIGITAL!”

house and free resources from across 
the globe. This spirit of support has 
led to religious schools from across 
geographic locations combining 
their classrooms. This situation 
has allowed kids from Lubbock, 
Texas; Midland-Odessa, Texas; 
Tallahassee, Florida; and Greenville, 
South Carolina, to get to know 
one another and share resources. 
Montgomery, Alabama, was already 
a uniquely “combined” religious 
school made up of students from 
two synagogues, and they added 
in a third from Mobile, Alabama.

The three Alabama synagogues 
saw an opportunity that didn’t 
appear clear to them before the 
need for a switch to a digital 
platform. Jeff McKinney, one of their 
co-directors, knew that prepping 
for a normal lesson requires some 
time and energy, and that was 
compounded by both the digital 
environment and the addition of 
new personalities. But, by tackling 
all the various challenges associated 
with this supportive educational 
endeavor, Jeff is experiencing 
personal and professional benefits: 
“I have enjoyed getting to know 
Rabbi Silberman better. Sometimes 
he and I will chat before the kids 
start logging on and school begins. 
The kids are also getting the 
opportunity to meet other Jewish 
kids their own age who they may 
not have been able to meet before.”

We’ve had to adapt significantly 
to make sure that am Yis’ra-eil chai 
(the Jewish people live) safely. But, 
as evidenced by all of our southern 
and Jewish support, we’ve also 
found ways to make sure am Yis’ra-
eil thrives!
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FELLOW FLASHBACK:
AMANDA WINER

Hi, Amanda! Can you tell 
us how you became an ISJL 
Education Fellow? My dad saw the 
listing on JewishJobs.com and sent 
it to me. He wrote, “Don’t even think 
about it, but doesn’t this sound 
perfect for post-grad?” Despite his 
hesitation about my moving so far 
away, the fellowship definitely fit 
the experience and learning I was 
looking for. After interviewing, I 
realized how connected I was to the 
ISJL and its staff. I also remember 
finding out that I got the job while 
I was giving a college campus tour. 
I warned the families ahead of 
time that I was likely going to get 
a phone call from a potential post-
grad job. Once I got off the phone, 
they all cheered. I was particularly 
grateful that during my first 
month of the fellowship there were 
three outgoing Fellows—Michelle 
Blumenthal, Lauren Fredman, and 
Mark Swick—who were all there to 
support me during the transition 
(plus Michelle made sure that I 
had a truly epic birthday party). It 
confirmed for me that I was in the 
right place.

What did you learn during your 
time as a Fellow? You know the book 
All I Really Need to Know I Learned 
in Kindergarten? Well, the title of 
mine could be All I Really Need to 
Know I Learned from Rachel Stern! 
Jokes aside, [former ISJL Education 

THE ISJL FELLOW ALUMNI NETWORK (FAN) IS A GROUP OF INSPIRING 
young professionals whose careers and studies span a variety of fields, 
but who all have one thing in common: they spent two immersive years as 
ISJL Education or Community Engagement Fellows! Two FAN members, 
Claire Solomon Nisen and Gabi Cohn, are spearheading FAN membership 
and engagement efforts. One of the fun tasks they’ve taken on is 
collecting profiles of former Fellows. In this issue we’re excited to feature 
Amanda Winer, who served as an ISJL Education Fellow from 2012–2014.

Director] Rachel Stern’s mentorship 
really supported me while I figured 
out some of my life goals and next 
steps. During the first year of my 
fellowship, we were working on 
a year-long project to rewrite the 
Hebrew curriculum. My task was 
to develop a method for writing, 
translating, and transliterating 
Hebrew; with her support, I realized 
that there was a way to work more 
systematically at transparency and 
equity in Jewish education, which 
inspired my doctoral program 

search. Working for the ISJL taught 
me so much about adaptability and 
flexibility. 

 
What are you up to these 

days? I’m currently an Adjunct 
Professor and PhD Candidate 
at NYU’s Steinhardt School of 
Culture, Education, and Human 
Development. My research is about 
the perceptions and positionality 
contemporary American Jews 
hold, especially millennials living 
in urban areas. I split my time 
between research, teaching, 
and consulting. I teach research 
methods and data science classes 
to undergraduate, master’s and 
doctoral students across NYU. I 
also run a few research laboratories 
for students to get hands-on 
experience with social psychology 
research. As a consultant, I work 
with organizations to make data-
driven improvements, incorporate 
more digital technology, prioritize 
EDI (equity, diversity, and inclusion), 
and create more sophisticated ways 
to evaluate their impact. I am also a 
registered yoga teacher and spend 
a lot of time practicing with clients. 
I specialize in teaching “any body” 
yoga, supporting beginners, curvy 
folks, and/or those with physical 
limitations. I’m also planning my 
wedding, which has been impacted 
by the pandemic—but will be 
wonderful no matter what.
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These terrific Fellow flashback images are all courtesy of Amanda Winer.
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Rachel Glazer
Community Engagement Program Manager

OUR (VIRTUAL) READING FAMILY
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

When everything shut down, our 
department’s greatest challenge 
became how to maintain the support 
we provide. Specifically, how could 
we create a virtual environment that 
reflected that sense of community, 
fun atmosphere, and feeling of 
being surrounded by the potential 
for so much learning? Our first 
move upon transitioning to a virtual 
platform was to shave the sessions 
down from six to four Saturdays, 
and trim each session to 90 
minutes. We distilled the activities 
down to a family literacy activity, 
a journaling exercise, a moment 
to share digital resources, and a 
parent workshop while the children 
read independently. We packed up 
all of the materials families would 
need to participate and handpicked 
four books for each child and each 
caregiver to add to their home library.

for imaginative exploration as well 
as academic success. The grown-
ups would network with each other 
over lunch and share strategies 
for advocating for their children at 
school. Libraries aren’t just places to 

I MISS PUBLIC PLACES. I LONG 
to pop by the synagogue to gather 
supplies for my Sunday school class, 
or catch up with a friend over coffee, 
and I especially yearn to visit the 
library. Libraries are some of the few 
public places that anyone can access 
without an expectation that they 
will spend money. They truly exist 
as a public service, to provide a safe 
place to seek and gain knowledge.

They are also the home of one 
of the Community Engagement 
Department’s literacy programs, 
Our Reading Family. What I miss 
most of all is walking through my 
local library’s doors each Saturday 
to greet our elementary school 
participants and their caregivers. 
Any other year, we would be circling 
up on the carpet to play games, 
tell stories, and challenge each 
other to use literacy skills as tools 

“THIS NEW MODEL 
ACTUALLY REMOVES 
SEVERAL BARRIERS 
TO PARTICIPATION. IT 
IS COST-EFFECTIVE, 
AND REQUIRES LESS 
PREPARATION TIME AND 
VOLUNTEER POWER TO 
MAKE IT HAPPEN.”

sit quietly and study; they are fertile 
ground for families to grow a love of 
reading together.

We miss being together in the room, but are still supporting students over Zoom!
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We piloted this model over the 
summer and have since hosted three 
online cohorts with great success. 
Although I miss the high-fives from 
our students and watching them 
form literacy-related connections in 
person, I have been pleased to find 
that this approach has had several 
benefits for our participants as well 
as for our facilitators.

This new model actually removes 
several barriers to participation. It 
is cost-effective, and requires less 
preparation time and volunteer power 
to make it happen. It is a great way to 
bring valuable literacy resources to 
families in your area who are seeking 
supplemental programming, and 
provide safe, meaningful connections 
with you and volunteers from your 
organization. Since families join the 
session from their homes and can 
clearly show us what their at-home 
dynamics look like, we can tailor our 
support to fit their needs around 
virtual and hybrid learning, creative 
use of space and technology, and 

To learn more about the ISJL’s Community Engagement Department, email engagement@isjl.org.

social distance. Best of all, families 
practice making literacy fun in their 
own spaces. 

During Week One, “Team Building 
in Families,” students and caregivers 
work together to brave an obstacle 
course using verbal dialogue and 
teamwork. Parents discuss their 
goals for their children’s literacy 
journeys. Week Two is all about 
Descriptive Language. Families 
play a charades game to illustrate 
shades of meaning of different 
adjectives, and parents discuss 
creative tactics for building their 
children’s phonological awareness. 
In Week Three, we explore Literacy 
in the World Around Us. Families 
learn about environmental print 
(the print we see in everyday life) 
and put together a commercial 
to attract visitors to their favorite 
vacation destinations as a way to 
acknowledge literacy in the world 
around us. Parents explore fun 
studying techniques and strategies 
to help their children with test 

anxiety. Finally, we tackle Wacky 
Words in Week Four, competing 
in a game show of synonyms and 
antonyms, and parents write the 
story of a cherished family recipe to 
share with their children.

With all of these fun and 
informative activities happening as 
a family, often on the couch or at the 
kitchen table, we can see families 
adapting these strategies to fit 
their situations in real time. I get the 
feeling that they will be more likely 
to play with wacky words while 
washing dishes or tell the tale of a 
certain entree over dinner now that 
they have practiced connecting 
literacy to their lives at home.

Another exciting update? This new 
format of Our Reading Family is more 
accessible than ever for our partners 
across the region. With libraries 
closed, it is up to us to bring these 
services to our communities. You, 
too, can help families read, play, learn, 
and grow together—even while we’re 
apart. If you would like to bring the 
joy of reading to families in your area, 
please reach out. You can also stay 
up-to-date on our literacy programs 
by signing up for our quarterly email 
newsletter, Word Play. Visit www.
isjl.org/our-reading-family for more 
information or to get involved!

“WITH ALL OF THESE 
FUN AND INFORMATIVE 
ACTIVITIES HAPPENING 
AS A FAMILY, OFTEN ON 
THE COUCH OR AT THE 
KITCHEN TABLE, WE CAN 
SEE FAMILIES ADAPTING 
THESE STRATEGIES TO 
FIT THEIR SITUATIONS IN 
REAL TIME.” 

creo
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ON A RECENT WINTERY 
afternoon, my day was brightened 
by a conversation with Ann 
Grundfest Gerache. Talking with 
Ann was a pure pleasure and 
privilege! As a pioneer donor, she 
has supported the ISJL from the 
very beginning.

Ann is a proud third-generation 
Mississippian, an active member 
of her small but mighty Vicksburg 
Jewish community, a southern 
Jewish ambassador to the broader 
community, and a patriotic 
American. Her grandparents Morris 

Development

PIONEERING SUPPORT FOR THE ISJL 
An Interview with Ann Grundfest Gerache

Risa Klein Herzog
Director of Development

and Mollie Grundfest came to New 
York from Russia and eventually 
made their way to the Mississippi 
Delta. Morris traveled throughout 
the South selling thread and cloth, 
always returning to the Delta with 
items customers requested. He 
bought land to farm cotton—
land still farmed today by Ann’s 
nephew, Mike Lamensdorf, in 
Cary, Mississippi. Her pride in all 
of these things, as well as her 
dedicated Jewish practice, heritage, 
and tradition, guides her in the 
important causes she supports. 
Ann’s consistent and generous 

support of the ISJL is illustrated in 
all of the meaningful insights she 
shared in this interview.

 
Ann, can you tell me about your 

connection to the ISJL?
It began when Henry S. Jacobs 

Camp opened in Utica, Mississippi, 
where all four of my children either 
were campers or counselors. My 
kids are Robert Emmich, Kathy 
Grundfest Friedman, Ellen Emmich, 
and Gail Emmich. The camp is how 
I first connected with [ISJL founder] 
Macy B. Hart. Parents were invited 
to the camp for seminar weekends 

Ann Gerache and family in Vicksburg, Mississippi
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To learn more about ISJL development efforts or how you can support our work, email development@isjl.org. 

throughout the year, which 
connected us to our fellow southern 
Jewish community members. It 
broadened our Jewish education 
and heightened our awareness of 
our own Jewish experiences in the 
South. Macy, who was director of 
Jacobs Camp for 30 years, began 
his next adventure and founded 
the ISJL. I knew about it from the 
earliest days, and I’m so proud of 
all the resources this organization 
provides.

    
Why do you support the ISJL? As 

a “Pioneer Donor,” can you share 
a meaningful experience you have 
had with the organization?

I have supported the ISJL for all of 
these years so that we will continue 
to have a Jewish presence in this 
area. My congregation in Vicksburg, 
Anshe Chesed, has benefited from 
the ISJL’s rabbinical visits over 
the years, for Shabbat and High 
Holiday services. One of my fondest 
memories is of a tashlich service 
down by the waterfront. After the 
morning service, the rabbi led the 
congregation of twenty down to the 
Yazoo River. With bread crumbs or 
rice in hand, my fellow congregants 
and I symbolically threw our sins into 
the water. I found it meaningful to 
purge sins together as a community.

Growing up in Cary, Mississippi, 
the Jewish community consisted of 
my family and just a few others. It 
was a very ecumenical upbringing. 
We went to temple in Vicksburg, 
and sometimes Greenville—and 
I also attended church with my 
friends, just as my Christian friends 
still attend synagogue services with 
us in Vicksburg to this day. When 
you’re Jewish in the South, you’re 
aware of that identity all of the time. 
Everyone knows you are Jewish. 

I always try to 
behave accordingly, 
because I know that 
I am representing 
our people!

 

How do you 
choose to give to 
the ISJL?

I often make 
my donation to 
the ISJL through 
appreciated stock. 
I also like matching 
challenges that 
help increase 
donations. [A note 
for our readers: We 
have a matching 
challenge going on 
right now!] I have 
made donations in honor and in 
memory of friends and loved ones, 
so that the gifts appear here in 
Shalom Y’all magazine. I like to give 
throughout the year rather than 
waiting until the end of the year to 
show my support.

 

How does the ISJL differ from 
other causes you support?

I must support the ISJL and 
Jewish causes if I want them to exist. 
It’s not exactly an obligation, but 
it is something that is important. 
I understand the value of the ISJL, 
as it helps provide opportunities for 
people to have Jewish experiences 
in their lives. There are other causes 
I support that align with my pride 
and respect for veterans, Vicksburg, 
Mississippi, and America. But 
nothing is quite like the ISJL!

 

And just for fun, what is your 
favorite Jewish food?

Chopped liver!

Ann is deservedly proud of her 
homemade chopped liver. I’m not 
sure I’m at liberty to divulge any of 
her secrets, but let’s just say that she 
always has some chicken fat in her 
freezer and that the hard-boiled-
egg-to-chicken-liver ratio is key!

We are so grateful to Ann and to 
all of our supporters. There are many 
ways that you can show your support. 
Currently, we are in the midst of a 
matching challenge which will leverage 
new and increased gifts to the ISJL on 
a one-to-two basis, allowing your gift 
to stretch even farther! We also are 
growing our monthly giving society, 
known for years as our “Chai Club.” 
Another popular way to show support 
is through tribute and memorial gifts 
in honor or in memory of friends and 
loved ones. 

Regardless of how you give or 
whether you are a long-time or new 
donor, we appreciate your gifts that allow 
us to support, connect, and celebrate 
Jewish life in the South. Thank you!
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Nora Katz
Director of Heritage & Interpretation

Heritage & Interpretation

PUBLIC HISTORIANS 
PAY IT FORWARD

IT TAKES A LOT OF coincidences, 
connections, and strokes of 
good luck to end up working 
as the Director of Heritage and 
Interpretation at the ISJL. In every 
moment I spend as an ISJL staff 
member, I am reminded that I 
stand on the shoulders of mentors 
who gave me opportunities to do 
the hard work of public history 
before I took on this role: from 
interpreting the history of whaling 
in New Bedford, Massachusetts; to 
interviewing site-specific theatre-
makers in Dublin, Ireland; to 
coaching students on exhibition 

design and development at Carleton 
College in Northfield, Minnesota.

When I started working at the 
ISJL, I knew I needed to pay it 
forward. The world of public history 
is complicated, challenging, and 
ever-changing, and the work that 
future public historians do while 
they’re in college is crucial to their 
career and academic development.

That’s why our History and 
Heritage Internship program means 
so much to me. It is an honor and 
a privilege to give students the 
types of opportunities I had while 
I was in school. As a delightful 

bonus, our internship program is an 
opportunity to connect with college 
students who are doing interesting 
and nuanced work, and who bring 
their energy and expertise to the 
ISJL. When we had to cancel our 
annual summer internship due to the 
pandemic, my colleague Dr. Parshall 
and I were truly disappointed.

But in a year of so much 
darkness, all was not lost. I am a 
proud alumna of Carleton College, 
a small liberal arts college in 
Northfield, Minnesota. Carleton has 
a long-running externship program 
that connects current students 
(“Carls,” as they’re affectionately 
called) with alumni and parents 
working in diverse fields all over 
the world. The students spend 
a few weeks over winter break 
with these alumni and parent 
volunteers, working on projects and 
seeking professional development 
opportunities. When the Carleton 
externship program went virtual, 
I jumped at the opportunity to 
work with fellow Carls and bring 
their enthusiasm, creativity, and 
intellectual curiosity to the ISJL.

This past December, we 
welcomed Clara Posner and Elias 
Levey-Swain (virtually) to the History 
and Heritage & Interpretation 
Departments. Clara is originally 
from New Hampshire, and is 
currently a junior at Carleton, where 
she is majoring in psychology. Elias 
is originally from New York, and 
is currently a senior majoring in 
history and minoring in Gender, 
Women’s, and Sexuality Studies. 

Among many other incredible 
projects—including conducting 
oral history interviews—Elias and 
Clara each developed an episode 
of the ISJL Virtual Vacation, a video 
series that introduces viewers to 
the big themes in southern Jewish 
history and takes them to important 
sites in the Jewish South, all while 
celebrating the South’s vibrant 
cultural heritage and ongoing 

Clara Posner and Elias Levey-Swain, 2020 History and Heritage Externs.



legacy of Jewish community. 
Seeing Clara and Elias uncover new 
sources, learn about the history of 
the Jewish South, ask big questions, 
and bring their fresh perspectives to 
this program was an utter delight. 

The ISJL Virtual Vacation 
and the externship are all about 
support. Support for folks who are 
itching for opportunities to learn 
about history when museums and 
historic sites are inaccessible and 
in-person events can’t happen. 
Support for students who are in 
college during a tumultuous time, 
and who need to gain experiences 
that will help propel them 
toward future jobs and academic 
opportunities. Support for ISJL staff 
members who need a reminder 
about the importance of our work.

To learn more about Heritage and Interpretation, email heritage@isjl.org.

Your ongoing support of the 
Institute of Southern Jewish Life 
during a time of turmoil makes this 
work possible—we could not have 
hosted our externs, or developed 
the ISJL Virtual Vacation in the first 
place, without it. Our supporters 
inspire me to keep doing public 
history work—telling stories of the 
diversity, complexity, and joy of the 
southern Jewish experience. You 
also inspire me to pay it forward—to 
bring new voices, new perspectives, 
and new creativity to the work we do.

I hope that the Heritage 
and Interpretation Department 
provides the same support to you. 
And I hope that you’ll continue 
to tune in as we tell stories of 
the Jewish South, no matter 
where the (virtual) road takes us.

The Jewish section of Lexington Odd Fellows Cemetery in 
Lexington, Mississippi, featured in the ISJL Virtual Vacation.

The ISJL’s Rachel Glazer 
and Nora Katz have both 
been accepted into the Up 
Start Change Accelerator 
program! This honor will bring 
them together with other 
phenomenal young Jewish 
leadership from across the 
country.

UpStart’s Change Accelerator 
equips “intrapreneurs”—
committed leaders making 
meaningful change within 
our community’s Jewish 
institutions—with a set of 
lifelong skills, tools, and 
mindsets to adapt to any 
challenge. The six-month 
program will draw on the 
frameworks of design thinking 
and adaptive leadership as 
participants learn to think 
like entrepreneurs, gaining a 
new understanding of how 
to think strategically, change 
course quickly, and create bold 
solutions to any challenge they 
face.

MAZEL TOV TO 
RACHEL GLAZER 
AND NORA KATZ!



“I wanted to thank you for making 
these programs available and 
possible. You are doing a great job 
making sure we all have access to 
Jewish programming during the 

pandemic. Thank you!”

RABBI KATHY COHEN
ROANOKE, VA

“Daniel and Peyton met their 
accelerated reading goal without 

any problems thanks to the 
program we attended with you all.”

OUR READING FAMILY 
PARTICIPANT
JACKSON, MS

“I really like how you use the ISJL 
platform to promote civil rights. 

Also, it’s really important that you 
are documenting and sharing your 

work online for people to see.” 

JASON SNYDER
CRYSTAL SPRINGS, MS

“One of the hardest aspects of 
coping with the pandemic has been 
foregoing opportunities for our faith 

congregations to strengthen our bonds. 
I look forward to learning more from 
your office about future gatherings, 

virtual or otherwise. Meanwhile, know 
that your work inspires us all.”

CYNTHIA BIVINS
HATTIESBURG, MS

creo
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WHAT

“Thanks! I just sent [the 
ISJL’s online learning 

resources] out to all of my 
families. They look great! 

Thanks so much!” 

NORMA JAMES
KNOXVILLE, TN

“Thanks for checking in 
on us! We LOVE the mini 
lessons that families can 

do at home. Thanks!”

HANNAH RUBIN-
SCHLANSKY
DALLAS, TX

“The ISJL Virtual Vacation 
is an immense asset! I look 
forward to it each week, for 
it offers the opportunity to 

learn so much.”

BOB MORRIS
NEW YORK, NY

Support
LOOKS LIKE
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THE FIRST NIGHT OF 
Chanukah is always special—but 
this year it was also a record-breaker 
for the ISJL’s Cultural Programming 

Ann Zivitz Kientz
Director of Programming

ZOOMING ALONG 
SUPPORTING STRONG 

CULTURAL EXPERIENCES

PROGRAMMING

Department. To kick off the Festival 
of Lights, the ISJL hosted 460 
households for one amazing concert.

The event, featuring Julie 

Silver, a celebrated performer 
of contemporary Jewish music, 
was coordinated by the ISJL 
and co-sponsored by 22 partner 

To learn more about the ISJL’s Cultural Programming, email programming@isjl.org.

“The goal of the Jewish 
Council is to increase 

awareness, knowledge, and 
understanding of Jewish life 
and history through cultural 

and educational experiences in 
the Lake Norman area of North 

Carolina. Our partnership 
with the ISJL’s Cultural 

Programming Department 
expands our opportunities 
to provide a larger range of 
diverse Jewish events. This 

partnership has been a lifeline 
during these challenging 

times and helped increase our 
visibility.”

MONA LIEBERMAN                                       
CHAIR, JEWISH COUNCIL OF LAKE 

NORMAN. LAKE NORMAN, NC

“In spite of the limitations 
placed upon us by COVID-19, 

Congregation Shomrei Torah in 
Tallahassee, Florida, has continued 
to engage its members and carry 
out its commitment to maintain 
contact with our membership 

through socially distant activities. 
We have joined with Temple Israel, 

Tallahassee Jewish Federation, 
and Beth Am of Longwood, 

Florida, in co-sponsoring several 
successful ISJL cultural programs. 

Our members have responded 
enthusiastically to these 

presentations and continue to 
support them.”

 
MONTE FINKELSTEIN

PRESIDENT, CONGREGATION SHOMREI 
TORAH, TALLAHASSEE, FL

“ISJL shared cultural 
programming has given 

Temple Beth Torah 
in Humble, Texas, the 

chance to enjoy a wide 
variety of exciting Jewish 

adventures, like Joe 
Buchanan’s “Americana 
with a Jewish Soul;” the 
interactive, educational 

comedy of The Bible 
Players; and the Julie 

Silver Chanukah concert. 
Our members are 

excited to experience 
new ways to love 

Judaism!”

RABBI DAN GORDON
TEMPLE BETH TORAH

HUMBLE, TX
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organizat ions /congre gat ions 
representing 18 communities in 10 
states (and four time zones)! 

When I told Julie about our 
registration numbers, her playful 
response was, “WHAT?” 

As with all of our presenters 
on Zoom, she was a total mensch 
while sharing her amazing talent 
with our ISJL communities. 
Everyone who signed on that 
night experienced something 
meaningful and joyful. I want to give 
a special shout-out to the creativity 
of Norma Levens, Director of the 
JCC in Corpus Christi, Texas. They 
hosted an outdoor event with the 
Julie Silver concert projected onto 
a large screen at the JCC. Along 
with some additional community 
members viewing the concert at 
home in Corpus Christi, 25 families 
enjoyed a socially distant dinner, 
candle lighting, and the concert 
together in safety and solidarity! 

Our mission is always to support 
Jews in the South across the 
region, as well as within their own 
communities. Last year, of course, 
changed everything. The ways in 
which we connect to each other 
had to change, but our mission 
remains the same. Our bonds 
with rabbis, cantors, program 
directors, educators, and volunteer 
leaders in synagogues, JCCs, and 
Federations across the region have 
grown stronger as we have worked 
very hard together to assure that 
our cultural programs are of the 
highest quality, affordable, and 
accessible. 

Through these programs, the 
bonds and partnerships inside of 
communities have grown. Through 
fostering local partnerships, the 
ISJL has helped make it possible 
for even the smallest organizations 
to be able to participate. 

We hope your southern 
community will join us for our 
upcoming spring events! 

creo
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To learn more about ISJL’s Rabbinical Services Department, email rabbi@isjl.org.

Rabbinical

CHAZAK CHAZAK 
V’NITCHAZEIK 

Be Strong, Be Strong, 
and We Will Be 
Strengthened
Rabbi Caroline Sim

Director of Rabbinical Services

JEWS HAVE A LONG HISTORY 
of supporting one another. In many 
ways, the foundations of how we 
can support and assist each other 
are built into our religion, or at least 
in the traditions that have come 
about through practicing it. 

Some of us might know that 
when we read Torah during prayer 
services, there is often another 
person standing next to the Torah 
reader. Although this person neither 
gives the Torah blessings nor reads 
the Torah scroll itself, they serve a very 
important function. Traditionally, 
the name of this person is a gabbai. 
(In some communities, this person 
is called a shamash, the same term 
used for the candle used to light the 
other candles during Chanukah. In 
this context, shamash would mean 
“beadle,” or synagogue assistant.)

The word gabbai, depending 
on your source, is either a Hebrew 
or Aramaic word, but regardless, it 
comes from the Hebrew word gav 
(back). The text in the Torah scroll 
itself has only the Hebrew letters, 
which makes reading it a challenge. 
It is the gabbai’s job to stand next 
to the reader with a copy of the 
text that has both vowels and trope 

(cantillation marks that indicate 
what music or melodies to chant), 
and offer the reader support. The 
gabbai acts as someone who can 
help if the reader loses their place or 
pronounces something incorrectly, 
in a manner that is discreet enough 
to remain between the two of them, 
but also ensures that the Torah is 
read correctly. In this way, quite 
literally, the job of the gabbai is to 
have the reader’s back. 

As we continue to navigate this 
pandemic, we have had to think of 
new ways to exist as Jews, as well as 
how to support and assist ourselves 
and each other with practicing 
Judaism and being Jewish. The 
ISJL has always sought to support 
southern Jewish communities, and 
the Rabbinical Department serves 
those small communities with no 
full-time clergy. We are primed to 
step forward and offer support and 
assistance during these trying times.

For the High Holidays, the ISJL 
created the High Holiday Helper, an 
extensive online collection of sources 
and resources to help communities 
plan their High Holiday experiences 
this year. The ISJL also hosted its first 
streaming High Holiday services, 

available to anyone to attend. In 
addition, I have gone on a number 
of digital Shabbat synagogue visits 
to individual communities, and 
have more scheduled in the future.

The ISJL Rabbinical Department 
has also been brainstorming ways 
that it can serve communities in the 
absence of in-person visits, while 
recognizing that virtual visits may 
not necessarily be feasible for all 
communities. Starting in January, 
the ISJL Rabbinical Department 
will be offering a number of new 
programs online to foster Jewish 
community and connection. We 
hope to serve and support Jews and 
Jewish communities who may not 
be able to meet regularly or offer 
this kind of programming, as well 
as Jews who may not currently be 
affiliated with a synagogue. These 
programs will also serve to connect 
Jews across our entire region. 

First, we are going to offer adult 
education opportunities, where 
we will explore various topics in 
Jewish practice, history, culture, 
and interpretation. These adult 
education sessions can cover the 
hows and whys of what we practice 
as Jews. For example, one session 



SHALOM Y’ALL |  SPRING 2021 •  The Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life      21

may explore why some Ashkenazi 
Jews don’t eat kitniyot (legumes 
and related foods) during Passover. 
Other sessions can be about various 
ways that people have interpreted 
biblical text, such as by exploring 
how the Tenth Plague has been 
represented in visual media through 
the centuries. There may also be 
sessions dedicated to Jewish history 
both abroad and in the States. 

The Rabbinical Department will 
also begin offering digital text study, 
where we will explore the parashat 
hashavua (the weekly Torah 
portion) and discuss it together with 
whomever would like to join, just 
as if we were coming together in a 
physical study space. Even for those 
who are already used to having text 
study with their own synagogues 
or communities, this new ISJL 
program will enable us all to hear 
new voices, opinions, and points 
of view. Of course I’d love to hear 
from the community, so if there is 
any subject, topic, or program you’d 
like to hear more about, or that you 
think people would find particularly 
engaging, please feel free to send 
suggestions to rabbi@isjl.org. 

Our current situation, both as Jews 
and as individuals, is challenging. 
Nonetheless, there are still many ways 
we can connect with and support 
each other, both in being Jewish, 
practicing Judaism, and in forming 
and maintaining community. The 
tools and methods we find to support 
ourselves and each other during 
this time will ultimately put us in a 
stronger position once the pandemic 
ends. The “normal” that we will 
establish after social distancing ends 
will be different from the “normal” 
we had before it began. May it be 
that the support and connections 
we find and make during this time of 
crisis help to affirm and uphold the 
creation of the new “normal” in the 
time that follows. 

And remember, the ISJL always 
has your back.

creo
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History

HISTORICAL 
SUPPORT
Dr. Josh Parshall

Director of History

I OFTEN WRITE ABOUT ALL THE 
partners out there in the Jewish 
South who support our historical 
research by sharing photographs, 
documents, community updates, 
or family stories. That relationship 
goes both ways, however, and we 
often receive inquiries from people 
in and beyond the South about 
the places, people, and stories we 
document in the Encyclopedia of 
Southern Jewish Communities. Not 
long after the onset of the COVID-19 
pandemic last spring, I noticed an 
increase in the number of emails 
and calls that I received from people 
looking for help with family or local 
history research. Anecdotally, at 
least, it seems that a number of 
people have turned to genealogy 
as a safe hobby during the period of 
social distancing.

As the summer rolled on, I 
actually developed a backlog 
of inquiries. Like many other 
Americans, I found myself balancing 
parenting duties with work, even 
as new pandemic information and 
political unrest often pulled my 
attention away from research and 

writing. Additionally, I have been 
working from home since March 
2020, so I don’t have access to all of 
the physical records that the ISJL 
History Department has amassed 
over the years. But even in fits and 
starts, working my way through 
the emails has provided me with 
interesting puzzles and welcome 
moments of human connection in a 
disorienting time. 

Here are a few examples of 
recent inquiries:

◆ I have corresponded with a 
local historian in the German town 
of Lambsheim, who is tracking the 
migrations of Jewish townspeople 
in the 19th century. It seems that 
Lambsheim Jews are among those 
buried in the old Jewish cemetery in 
Osyka, Mississippi.

◆ I heard from a woman in 
Louisiana who is searching for 
her grandmother’s birth parents. 
She has reason to believe that her 
grandmother’s biological father was 
Jewish, and she wanted to know if 
I had information that would help 
her. 

◆ Rabbi Aaron Benson of Long 

Island got in touch about an earlier 
Rabbi Benson, who served a number 
of Deep South communities in 
the late 19th century. I was able to 
provide him with a few references 
that helped to piece together 
the historical rabbi’s movements 
around the United States.

◆ Another inquiry came from 
the great-granddaughter of Rabbi 
Hennoch (Henry) Grinstin, a rabbi 
who worked in Dallas in the early 
20th century. The Dallas entry 
in our Encyclopedia of Southern 
Jewish Communities mentions 
that an unnamed individual served 
as a religious leader for two local 
congregations, Tiferet Israel and 
Shearith Israel. I was able to confirm 
that her ancestor was the unnamed 
rabbi from our article and pointed 
her to the Portal to Texas History, an 
excellent online platform that pools 
resources from repositories across 
Texas. 

Occasionally, I can provide 
detailed answers. More often, I find 
that these researchers have about 
the same information that I do, but 
I can often recommend sources 
that will at least corroborate what 
they have put together themselves. 
I’m also able to offer some context 
for their stories, explaining why a 
given case is typical for its time or 
suggesting plausible explanations 
for some aspect of a family story. 
Sometimes, especially in cases 
where someone is seeking lost 
relatives or hoping to unearth family 
secrets, I have less to offer. 

All of these emails—along with 
suggestions, corrections, and 
notes of appreciation—affirm the 
significance of Jewish history in the 
South, whether for descendants 
of our historical subjects or other 
interested parties. In addition to 
supporting our audience with 
public programs and online 
resources, it’s meaningful (and 
sometimes reinvigorating) to field 
these research inquiries, even when 
I don’t have all the answers.
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This page, top: photo from the Osyka cemetery, taken summer 2001; bottom: 1880 United States Census, Osyka, Pike County, Mississippi. 
First and third households are members of the Wolf family. Opposite page: John F. Worley & Co. Dallas City Directory, 1902, book, 
1902; Dallas, Texas. Credit: Dallas Public Library.

To learn more about southern Jewish history, email history@isjl.org.
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MEET THE BOARD

SALLY HUEBSCHER GREW UP IN 
Memphis, the place that will always 
be home to her—her family has been 
in Memphis for over six generations. 
Passionate about Jewish education, 
Sally has been on the ISJL Board since 
2013. Sally has been active at Temple 
Isaiah in Lexington, Massachusetts, for 
over 30 years as a program volunteer 
and a past president of Sisterhood. 
She works as a community 

Sally Schneider 
Huebscher

STEVE LIBOWSKY IS A NATIVE 
Atlantan who traded Georgia 
summers for Chicago winters in 1984 
after finishing a clerkship for a federal 
district court judge in Atlanta. Steve 
is a graduate of Vanderbilt University 
(where he majored in math and 
political science) and the University 
of Georgia School of Law. He and 
his wife Sue Berman have been 
married for over 37 years and have 
three children: Sam, Sarah, and Ruth. 
Steve serves as head of Dentons’ US 
Competition and Antitrust practice, 

Steve Libowsky

volunteer in Lexington, helping 
build a community playground 
and contributing to organizations 
that bring food to people facing 
hunger and seeking community. 
She graduated from Tufts University 
School of Engineering and worked 
in the energy conservation field. She 
graduated from Harvard University 
with a Master’s in Education that 
informs her interest in curriculum as 
well as child, adolescent, and adult 
development and the power of story 
to inspire, engender confidence, 
and educate. Sally and her husband 
Bob support Friends of the Israeli 
Defense Forces and Metiv, Peace of 
Mind for Released Combat Soldiers 
from Israel.

Why I initially got involved with 
the ISJL: I got involved with the 
ISJL for one reason: to hang out 
with Gail Goldberg. We have been 
friends since our high school days 
in BBYO. She has always been my 
mentor for all things good (and 
daring!). Gail’s life in Greenwood, 
Mississippi, and her commitment to 
Judaism inspired me to be involved. 
A few years ago, with the support 

of Rabbi Matt Dreffin, we hosted a 
Passover Seder in Greenwood for 
clergy and community from many 
faith traditions. Being able to be 
with Gail and Mike twice a year and 
to come to know her community in 
Greenwood has been a blessing. 

My favorite aspect of southern 
Jewish identity: I believe strongly 
in lifelong Jewish education. I think 
that children are best educated 
alongside their parents and 
grandparents who are continuing 
to learn. I think the role of the 
ISJL in training our Fellows and 
interns brings light to the world. 
These young people will go on to 
be rabbis, educators, community 
leaders, and family educators (by 
which I mean parents or family 
members who create those lasting 
family memories that bring Judaism 
to life). In this past year I have also 
come to realize how special it is 
to see Michele Schipper lead this 
organization. She inspires me to 
stay connected and to continue 
contributing to the ISJL. Coming to 
know the ISJL staff and other board 
members enriches my life.

spending his time in trials and 
appeals, counseling clients on a wide 
range of antitrust and competition 
issues, and navigating deals through 
the United States Department of 
Justice Antitrust Division, the Federal 
Trade Commission, and competition 
agencies globally. Steve has received 
nearly every major award for his 
extensive pro bono practice, which 
regularly involves many of today’s 
cutting-edge civil rights and liberties 
issues. He joined the ISJL Board of 
Directors in 2015.
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MORRIS “LEW” LEWIS, WHO 
joined the ISJL Board of Directors 
in 2016, grew up in Indianola, 
Mississippi, and Atlanta, Georgia. 
While living his adult life in the New 
Jersey suburbs near New York City, 
Lew has maintained ties to the 
Jewish communities of his youth, as 
well as the small Jewish community 

Morris “Lew” Lewis

of Lexington, Mississippi, where his 
family settled in the mid-1840s. Lew 
recently retired from Pfizer, where 
he was most recently Global Head of 
Corporate Affairs for Pfizer Consumer 
Healthcare. He now consults 
with global consumer healthcare 
organizations on public affairs and 
policy issues. His experience in public 
affairs brings a different perspective 
to the Board, a conscious eye toward 
the views of external stakeholders. 
Lew holds two undergraduate 
degrees from Washington and Lee 
University and an MBA from The 
Wharton School of The University 
of Pennsylvania. Lew and his wife, 
Stacey, have three grown sons, two 
of whom are married, and, most 
recently, welcomed the addition 
of their first granddaughter. They 
live in Caldwell, New Jersey, and are 
long-time members of Congregation 
Agudath Israel (CAI), where Lew is 
actively involved with the Tzedek 
Initiative, CAI’s racial justice and 
equity program.

Why I initially got involved with 

the ISJL: Since leaving the South, I 
am often met with surprise when 
I mention my southern Jewish 
heritage. That response has given 
me greater appreciation for the 
southern Jewish experience and 
made me more conscious of the 
precariousness of small-town 
Jewish life in the South. When ISJL 
founder Macy B. Hart approached 
me about joining the Board, I 
jumped at the opportunity to help 
preserve the unique history of 
southern Jews. More importantly, I 
want to help ensure a robust future 
for Jews in the South, particularly 
those in smaller communities.

My favorite aspect of southern 
Jewish identity: As an amateur 
genealogist, I am fascinated by the 
role that the tiny Jewish community 
has played in the growth of small 
towns and large cities in the South. 
I am amazed how the Jewish 
community has been able to retain 
its identity—while also becoming 
part of the fabric of the South—for 
more than 300 years.

Why I initially got involved 
with the ISJL: The Atlanta I grew 
up in had about 12,000 Jews, and 
only a handful of synagogues and 
one temple—a far cry from the 
large number of Jews and Jewish 
institutions in the city today. 
Being Jewish was never taken 
for granted and regularly meant 
being “different” and explaining 
customs and beliefs to others—
not too different from many of the 
communities served by the ISJL 
today. Growing up in Atlanta in 
the 1960s also meant seeing and 
being a part of the Civil Rights 
Movement—recognizing terrible 
injustices and experiencing great 
changes. Atlanta was the center of 
the universe for the American Civil 
Rights Movement, and pulpit rabbis 
were a part of that movement. 
Going to synagogue, the JCC, 
and Hebrew school was not only 

a part of life but also a small way 
to participate in the changes 
occurring in the South and the 
nation. My childhood experiences 
taught me to understand my 
Jewish identity and never take 
for granted the ability to practice 
being Jewish. My brother, who was 
a Kroger store and zone manager 
for his entire career, opened and 
was the first store manager for 
the original “Kosher” Kroger in the 
Toco Hills neighborhood of Atlanta. 
Every January he would gather 
orders from families, synagogues, 
and temples throughout the 
South for Passover foods. He 
would then place the orders with 
vendors throughout the country, 
and during the weeks before 
Passover he would have dozens 
of truckloads of Passover goods 
arrive for sorting into boxes to be 
picked up by cars, vans, and trucks 

for Jewish families, synagogues, and 
temples all over the South so they 
could have what they needed for 
the holiday. Being Jewish outside of 
the few Jewish major metro areas 
takes some extra work, and I hope 
to do my small part, through the 
ISJL, to make that work a bit easier.

 
My favorite aspect of southern 

Jewish identity: I never take anything 
for granted, and I understand that 
important, worthwhile things take 
significant time and effort. Growing 
up Jewish in a distinctly non-
Jewish world gave me the ability to 
appreciate and thrive in very different 
situations—skills that I use every 
day in my personal and professional 
life. To this day, in the Chicago area, 
I still have to explain that Jews live 
and thrive in the South and that we 
southern Jews learned long ago how 
to live and work with others.
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$100,000+

THANK YOU 
TO OUR SUPPORTERS

Gifts & Gratitude

IN THESE PAGES, YOU CAN SEE THE IMPACT THE ISJL HAS ON THOUSANDS OF 
people just like you. With deep appreciation, the Goldring/Woldenberg Institute 
of Southern Jewish Life extends thanks to everyone who made a contribution or 
pledge from January 1 – December 31, 2020, to enable our important work. 

The Stanford & Joan Alexander Foundation

Anonymous

Rosalinde & Arthur Gilbert Foundation

Goldring Family Foundation

Robert G. & Ellen Gutenstein Family Foundation

The Marcus Foundation

Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Philanthropies

Woldenberg Foundation

Frances & Donald J. Zadeck

The Anne & Henry Zarrow Foundation

$10,000 – $99,999
Anonymous

Community Foundation for Mississippi

Congregation Emanu-El of New York

Dr. Laura Corman

Lynn Crystal

Diane & Guilford Glazer Fund

Jay & Marietta Hesdorffer

The Leon Levine Foundation

Ben May Charitable Trust

Rabbi Jack & Audrey Romberg

Dr. Robert Roubey & Lisa Brachman

Rayman L. Solomon & Carol Avins

Shirley & David R. Toomim Family Foundation

Kenneth Zadeck & Lisa Weiss
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Pensacola Jewish Federation – 
   Pensacola, FL
Elise Bear & William D. Pollak 
   Family Charitable Foundation: 
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis B. Pollak, Sr.
Dr. Mark & Linda Posner
Lani & Spencer Preis
Sue & Fred Preis
Dr. Ronald & Diane Rabin
Phrose Raphael
James Rosen Charitable 
   Foundation
Roger & Lynne Rosenfield
Gordon S. Sacks
Betsy & Joseph Samuels
Betty Claire Samuels & Family
Barbara Sasser
Harriet & Rabbi Mark Schiftan
Susan & Marvin Shemper
Lafe Solomon & Catherine Crockett
Rabbi David E. Stern
Temple Emanu-El – Longview, TX
Alvin S. Tilles Endowment
Dr. Barry & Sandra Uretsky
Marilyn & Dr. A.R. White
The Zalik Foundation
Connie & Robert Zerden

$500 – $999
Hirschel B. & Elaine S. Abelson
Amanda Abrams & Ben Dorfman
Gail & Louis K. Adler
Judith & Stephen B. Alderman
Rabbi Batsheva Appel
Alvin S. Tilles Endowment 
   of the Arkansas Community 
   Foundation
Jennifer & Jack C. Benjamin, Jr.
Karen Bernstein & David Flores
Beth Shalom: The Jewish 
   Community of East Alabama
Samuel & Deborah Brackstone
Cheryl Brownstein & Jane 
   Thompson
Susan & Dr. Leslie R. Burson
Congregation B’nai Israel – 
   Monroe, LA
Dianne S. Doochin
Robert H. Kahn, Jr. Family 
   Foundation Trust – Dorothy 
   Kahn Galloway
Robert & Susan Goldstein
Nancy & Dr. Fred Guidry
Adeet Handel & Gilad Sorek
Melanie & Douglas L. Hirt
Paula R. Hoffman
Michael Honan & Roxanne 
   Travelute
Hope Credit Union
Augusta & Ben F. Jacobs, III
Arnold Kaplan
Rabbi Debra & Alec Kassoff
Stephen J. Katz
Sharon & David Kessler
Iris Fetterman Klein
Laura & Henry Kline, II
Anne & Herman S. Kohlmeyer, Jr.
Judy & Mark Konikoff
Andrew Lack
Ruth & Edward Legum
Albert J. Leveck
Dr. Robert & Faye Levin
Dr. Steven Liverman
Bill McCarty, III
Debi & Samuel Mishael
Nancy & Robert Northrip
Christine Nuttall
The Honorable J. David Orlansky

$1,000 – $4,999
Anonymous
Carol & Robert Antler
Bill & Isa Aron
Susan B. Boshwit
Elizabeth Ann Brown
Vivian & Richard M. Cahn
Nancy & Henry Chajet
Toni D. Cooley
Jonathan Coopersmith & Lisa 
   Halperin
Martin & Barbara Coopersmith
   Covenant Foundation
Joel & Jan Davidson
Linda & Marty Davidson
The Dollar General Literacy 
   Foundation
Iris & Marvin Edelson
EMCO Chemical Distributors, Inc.
Ilene Engel
Arnold Feinstein

Dr. Stuart & Lois Elizabeth 
   Schnider
Carol & David Schulman
Judith W. Shanks
Jane & William Sizeler
Paul & Debra H. Solomon
Mary Ann Sternberg
Stoller Family Charitable Trust – 
   Mike & Corky Stoller
Dr. Samuel & Miryam Tarica
Alyse Michelle Wagner
Barbara & Victor C. Weisskopf
Marvin I. Wolf

$5,000 – $9,999
Anonymous
Imogene Berman
Clay & Deborah Crystal
Pepe Prince & Terry Finn
Alan & Diane Franco
Mollie & J.M. Fried, Jr.
Charlett & Dr. Marshall Frumin
Gail & Michael Goldberg
Susan & Macy B. Hart Tzedakah 
Charitable Fund of the 
   Community Foundation for MS
The Douglas J. Hertz Family 
   Foundation – Lila & Douglas J. 
   Hertz
Joe & Candace Herzog
Sally & Bob Huebscher
Beth & Michael Klein Foundation
Marcia Siskind & Alan Leifer
Stuart Leviton & Herb Schultz
Morris & Stacey Lewis
Monica Lizka-Miller 
   & Alex Miller, M. D.
Jackie & Dr. Alan S. Luria
Meyer Family – Margaret, Helen 
   Marie & Harold Meyer, Jr.
Scott & Julie Miller Philanthropic 
   Fund of the Dallas Jewish 
   Community Foundation
Heather & Leon Rittenberg, III
Michele & Ken Schipper
Rachel Reagler Schulman
Dennis Schuman Charitable 
   Foundation
Spencer & Debra Simons
AMSkier Agency Insurance – 
   Aimee, Jeffrey, & Henry Skier
Pam & Byron Spanjer
Joanne & Joseph Stein, Jr.
Steven Strauss
Jay & Bz Tanenbaum
Kathryn Wiener
Mary L. Wiener & Sandy Cohen

Irving Feldman
Arthur & Amy J. Finkelberg
Ann C. Fishman
Albert Fraenkel, II
Francis & Frances Sweeney 
   Fraenkel
David & Elizabeth Friedman
Reuben Gamoran
Rachel & Dr. Richard A. Goldberg
H.C. Gemmer Family Christian 
   Foundation
Elaine & Michael Gutenstein
Laurie & Maury Harris
Risa & Drew Herzog
Gilda Hesdorffer
Barbara & Stephen J. Heyman
Carolyn & Carl F. Hicks, Jr.
Jack & Michal Hart Hillman
Rachelle D. Hirsch
Gail & Robert Israel
Jewish Federation of Columbus 
   Georgia
Junior League of Jackson
Judge Jacob L. & Vickie Karno
Leo Kayser, III
The Aurelia Konrad Charitable 
   Foundation
Sharon & Cary A. Koplin
Bradley & Marion Levy Lapidus
Bari & Keith Levingston
Elayne & Howard Levkowitz
Doyne-Oury-Rosenfeld Family 
   Philanthropic Fund – Elizabeth 
   & Peter Maer
Isabel & Peter L. Malkin
Lawrence “Chip” & Diana Mann
Barbara & Ted Mayden
Gerald W. Miller Philanthropic 
   Fund of the Dallas Jewish 
   Community Foundation
Julia Miller Philanthropic Fund 
   of the Dallas Jewish 
   Community Foundation
The Jean & Saul A. Mintz Family 
   Foundation
Melinda & Morris F. Mintz
Rose Leach Morrison
Dr. Al & Linda Mushlin
Berte A. Muslow
Lieutenant Colonel Ed Nagler
North Louisiana Jewish 
   Federation
Beth & Steven D. Orlansky
David & Karen Reagler
Terry & Bert Romberg 
   Philanthropic Fund of the 
   Dallas Jewish Community 
   Foundation
Maurice & Tricia Rosenbaum
Ann J. Rubin
Helen & Harry Saul Foundation 
   – Julian & Anita Saul and Linda 
   Saul Schejola
Dr. Carl & Lyn Schmulen

$250 – $499
Jack & Phyllis Alltmont
Richard & Andrea Altman
Anshe Chesed Congregation – 
   Vicksburg, MS
Joel & Dub Ashner
Rabbi Andrew N. Bachman
Marcia & Robbie Barron
Dr. David & Kathy Bauman
Dr. Ayned Mitchell Bell
Jack Belz
Jan Carole Benjamin
Adrienne & Julian Brook
Elaine & Robert Brotman
Ed Buchman
Adele & Rick Burke
Susan & Steven Caller
Drs. Steven J. & Deborah S. 
   Cavalier
Congregation B’nai Israel – 
   Jackson, TN
Melanie & Will Dann
Rabbi Denise Eger & Rabbi 
   Eleanor Steinman
Susan D. Eisenfeld
Suzanne & Dr. Joel Fine
Mindy Fineman & Peter Sessler
Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert Fox, III
Rabbi Steven & Vicki Reikes Fox
Lauren Fredman & Josh Rogoff
Amy & Jacob M. Friedlander
Rabbi David & Kathy Gelfand
Stephen & Barbara Gelman
Jacque & Mitchell Gilberg
Barry & Nancy Glazer
Susan & Mark Glazer
David Goldberg
Susan & Howard Green
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Grace & Jack Hanchrow
Maurice & Harriet Handelman 
Donor Advised Fund
Rabbi Vered Harris
Hilary & Micah B. Hart
Leslie H. Hayes
Melanie Hesdorffer
Hickory Jewish Center
    – Hickory, NC
Alfred E. & Joyce W. Hiller
Elbert Hilliard
Dr. John E. Hirsch
Mindy & Kenneth Hirt
Ellis & Marla Hoffman
Joan H. Hoffman
Hank Holmes
Raquel & Leonard Holzman
Wayne L. Howard
Mary Golde & Bill Howell
Kay & Carson M. Hughes
Bonnie Hurtig & Bill Van Hees
Barbara S. Hyman
Pamela & Drew Ingram
Florence Isaacs
Dr. Charles Itzig, Jr.
Lois & Barry Jacobs
Peggy & Leo R. Jalenak
Barbara Kabakoff
Janet & Charles Kahn, Jr.
Lynne & Robert Kanter
Mark R. Kaplan
Leda & Mike Karchmer
Professor Donald & Lyn Kartiganer
Bettie & Jeffrey Kaston
Dr. Madelyn Mishkin Katz
Andrea & Dr. Robert Kerlan
Esther King
Paula & Richard A. Klein
Victor & Barbara Koock
Herb & Mary Kornguth
Evelyn & Elliot Kornreich
Lewis & Ellen Krinsky
Paul & Carol Kurtz
Amanda & Michael J. Lapides
Paul Lasky
Dr. and Mrs. Barry J. Leader
Michael R. & Eva M. Leavitt
Arnold H. Leon
Marla Greenberg Lepore
Dorothy G. Levin
Stuart J. Levin & Sondra Panico
Julian & Natalie Levine
Dr. Richard B. Levine
Velva G. Levine
Barbara & Jeffrey A. Levingston
Bob & Julia Levingston
Ernest Levinson
William Levinson
Bobbye & Rabbi Eugene H. Levy
Carol J. Levy
Diane Fontaine Levy & Igor 
   Tepermeister
Pamela Levy & Charles Nelson
Dr. Michael & Eileen Lieber
Jan Abby Liff
Michael H. Lipman
Sue Ann & Bernard Lipsey
Susan & Richard A. Lipsey

Mayo “Bren” & Jody Lubritz Dorsey
Lori & Scott Dreffin
Charles & Celia Dubin
Jack Dveirin
East Meadow Jewish Center – 
   East Meadow, NY
Nancy & Dr. Isaac Eberstein
Stephen Edelson & Leslie Schwartz
Sarah Einstman
Jean & Robert Eisenbach
Frances & Stuart E. Eizenstat
Ralph & Angela Ellis
Carey & Robert Emmich, Jr.
Amy & Jordan Estra
Phyllis Feibelman
Debra & Michael N. Fein
Dr. Sandor & Deborah Feldman
Mariah & George B. Fine
Mindy & Gregg Fine
John & Karen Fishel
Eloyse & David E. Fisher
Dr. and Mrs. Stuart A. Fleischner
Howard & Betsy Fleisig
Rose Mary I. Foncree
Linda Foshee
Martin & Dorothy Fox
Roseanne & Howard Friedberg
Edward Friedman
Fillis & Henry L. Friedman
Gary Geisler
Marilyn Gelman
Ann Gerache
Dr. Mark L. Gilberstadt
Sandra & David E. Ginsburg
Dale & Jimmy Glenn
Marc & Kimberly Glenn
Louise Glickman
Dr. Alan Gold, Jr.
Susan & Marc D. Goldberg
Terry & Dr. Paul M. Goldfarb, Jr.
Larry Goldman
Martha & Dr. Fred Goldner
Mark & Judy Goldsmith
Bernard Goldstein
Doris & Dr. Martin I. Goldstein
Fred & Edwen Goldstein
Lisa & Lee Goldstein
Rosanne G. Goldstein
Roslyn & Dr. Gordon I. Goldstein
Sylvia & Dr. Carl Goodman
Michael Goodman
Dr. Steven & Lauren Goodman
Vivian & Dr. Phillip Gorden
Lois W. Gordon Endowment 
   Fund of the Dallas Jewish 
   Community
Lynn Gordon & Hy Penn
Toby Starr Gordon
Charlotte & Bruce Greely
Marilyn K. Green
Sylvia Ehrman Green
David S. & Margaret W. Greenberg
Steven J. Greil
Nancy Greystone
Michael & Clare Grisham
Dinah & Dr. Robert A. Grollman
Janet Halbert
Jeanette & Richard Hanan

Marilyn Alford
Wendy & Howard Allenberg
Ruth Anderson
Ruth Andres
Karla & Larry Back
Ellen & Mark Balkin 
Harvey & Jacquiline Barnett
Gay Nell & Alan Barth
Dr. David & Lynn Barton
Sue & Herbert Barton
Harry H. Bayer
William T. Beck
Dr. Bruce & Linda Barash Beeber
Lynn & Robert E. Behrendt
Edie & Ralph Bender
Jackie & Jerry Bendorf
The Honorable Robert & Ann 
   Benham
Allan & Nikki Berger
Celia I. Berk
Eric & Elizabeth Berman
Eva & Barry Berman
Sharon Berman
Anaruth & Dr. Henri Bernard
Bob & Andy Bernstein
Peggy & Rick Bernstein
Susan Balser Berry
Lisa & Dr. William Dore Binder
The Bleiberg Family
Judy & Steve Bleyer
Neil & Regina S. Block
David & Janet Blum
Lisa & Charles G. Boardman
Sheryl & Gordon Bogen
Rabbi Erin & Batya Boxt
Sissy & Gene Boyd
Stuart & Brenda Frucht Brand
Helaine & William Braunig, Jr.
Margaret & Milton L. Brown
Margie & Richard Buxbaum
Dr. Ralph E. Capouya
Pauline Carp
Norman & Isabella Chapman
Erin & Lance Chernow
Edward A. & Laurie H. Chod
Michael J. Churgin
Christopher Clapp
Leah & John Clayman
Dr. Gerald Cohen
Gerald L. & Bonnie S. Cohen
Jeffrey Cohen
Drs. Alka & James Cohen
Drs. Jacquelyn & Michael Cohen
Kitty & Ezra Cohen
Samuel Cohen
Sylvia & Malcolm Cohen
Congregation B’nai Israel – 
   Columbus, MS
Arlene & Arnold Cooper
Charles & Bettie Minette Cooper
Benjamin Coplan
Annette Corman
Rabbi Harry & Jeanne Danziger
Jay & Sheryl Davidson
Karen & Ronald Davis
Rabbi Dr. Jana De Benedetti
Del Webb Sweetgrass Chavurah
Sandra & John DeMuth

J. Bradley Greenblum
Jeri & Van Hart, Jr.
Jill Herman-Whitten
Donald E. & Ronne M. Hess
Lisia & Dr. Gary S. Hurwitz
ISJL Fellow Alumni Network
Debra & Joel Jacobs
Natalie & James B. Jalenak
The Kander-Dauphin Family
Leah & Paul Katz
Rabbi Stuart & Vicky Kelman
Ann & Chris Kientz
Stanley B. Kline
Rabbi Scott Kramer
Dr. Kevin & Janet Krane
Robert & Carolyn Kahn Landers
Larry & Maria-Luisa Loeb
Elaine & Leonard Lurie
Cynthia M. Lyons
Dr. Jay & Rebecca A. Marks
Shaun & Jeremy Medows
Jeanette & Benjy Nelken
Esther & Ronald O’Mell
Donna & Ted Orkin, Jr.
Larry & Naomi Orlansky
Judy & Edwin R. Palmer
Helene Paris
Henry & Rose Paris
Coach Joshua Pastner
Esther & Gary Polland
Peyton Prospere
Susan Resnick
Susan & Gordon M. Rubinett
Melissa & Philip Russ
Drs. Eugenia & Marcelo J. Ruvinsky
The Honorable Gerald & 
   Kathleen Schiff
Howard Schultz
Brunette S. Simmons
Annette F. Simon & Robert M. 
   Portman
Judge John F. & Louise Simon
Skipper & Ezra Singer
Nancy & Ben Sissman
Jane Slotin
Max & Claire Solomon Nisen
Shirley & Allan B. Solomon
Stan & Debbie Sonenshine
Elinor & Michael D. Staff
Yvonne Stephan
Rachel Stern & Scott Pullen
Paul Sullivan
Temple Shalom – Myrtle Beach, SC
Temple Shalom of Northwest 
   Arkansas – Fayetteville, AR
Temple Solel – Fort Mill, SC
Audrey & Dr. Henry K. Threefoot
J.P. & Judy Villedrouin
Benno Wallach
Adam & Regan Wassell
Peter & Jarmila Zapletal
Ronald & Lillian Zell

$100 – $249
Judith A. Abrams
Susan & Martin R. Abroms
Adath Yeshurun Synagogue – 
   Aiken, SC
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Robert R. Wolf
Jonathon & Stephanie K. Wolfson
Craig Young
Lynda & Donald E. Yule
Dr. J. Raul & Tine De Vries Zapata
Harrel A. Zivitz

Alan L. Scheinine
Elise Schipper
Lorraine & Morton A. Schrag
Max Schulman
Stanley Schwam
Rabbi Beth Schwartz
Malkie Schwartz
Mr. & Mrs. Myron H. Schwitzer
Robert A. Shapiro
Rabbi Robert & Linda Sharff
Peter & Tamar Sharp
Arnold A. Sheetz
Rabbi Michael Shefrin
Teejay & David Shemper
Dana & R. Louis Shepard
Andrea & Michael Shindler 
   Charitable Fund
Carolynn & Stephen Sickerman
Dr. Barry & Marlene Siegel
Geri Siegel
Rabbi Deborah Silver
Frances & Irving Silver
Leanne & Alan Silverblatt
Rabbi Todd Silverman
Fred Silverstein, Jr.
Elaine & Edward L. Simon
Gloria & Steven Simon
Rochelle & Dr. David Skibell
Paul Skolnick
Hayley Smith
Lesley Smith
Carol & Morris S. Solomon
Dr. Neil & Jill Solomon
Rev. Carol & Rev. Frank Spencer
Robert E. Spiller
Beth Stearman
Dr. Bryan E. Stone
Ann & Dr. Richard Streiffer
Ellie Streiffer & Ben Horwitz
Dianne & Dr. John L. Stump
Dr. Howard M. & Patricia Sussman
Beth & David Swiff
The Joseph & Helen Swiff Fund 
   of the Dallas Jewish Community
Mildred & Ron Teitelbaum
Temple Israel – Jonesboro
Sylvia Masur Thompson
Allan B. Thorp
Phyllis & Gary Traub
Alice Tsoi
Stephen Turner
Ronald Underberg
Kathleen Vieweg
Gene & Annette Vinik
Rickie & Larry Voit
Danielle Wahba
Beverly & Lester Wainer Donor 
   Advised Fund
Marcia & Mike Walsh
Ethel & Dr. Richard S. Wayne
Diane & Alan Weil
Lisa & Adolph Weil, III
Dr. Roy S. & Marjorie Weiner
Dr. Michael & Louisa Weinrib
Linda & Sherwin Weinstein
Anita & Dennis Williams
John Williams
Cynthia & Larry Wilson

Dr. Lauren H. Antler
Carol & Robert Antler

Mike Beldon
Ethel & Dr. Richard S. Wayne

Jo Ann Bender
Edie & Ralph Bender

Bethany Berger
Kathleen Vieweg

Herschel Bloom
Frances & Stuart E. Eizenstat

Joe Buchanan
Rabbi Scott Kramer

Susan R. Calman
Dr. Charles & Harrylyn Sallis

Rabbi & Mrs. Jonathan Case
Susan Balser Berry

Elias & Michelle Chajet
Nancy & Henry Chajet
Irene & Alex Wolchansky

Rabbi Lucy Dinner
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Luis Dorfman
Robin Dorfman

Rabbi Matthew Dreffin
Rabbi Erin & Batya Boxt
Lori & Scott Dreffin
Gail & Michael Goldberg

Our Past & Present 
Community Engagement 
fellows: Lizzi Meister, Ava 
Pomerantz, & Rianna Weil
Rachel Glazer

Our past & present Education 
fellows: Leah Wittenberg, 
Mackenzie Haun, Isaac 
Gamoran, Paige Beam, & Julia 
Kunis
Rabbi Deborah Goldmann: 
   Congregation Shaareth Israel – 
   Lubbock, TX

Molly, Teddy, & Lucy Finn
Skipper & Ezra Singer

Pepe Prince Finn
Nancy & Dr. Fred Guidry

Mark Fleischner
Dr. & Mrs. Stuart A. Fleischner

Alan & Diane Franco
Lisa & Charles G. Boardman

Lynette L. Fried
Mary Jo Gunde

In Honor Of:
Sep. 15–Dec. 31, 2020

Mollie Fried
Mary Jo Gunde

Charlette Frumin
Janet & Mickey Frost

Charlett & Dr. Marshall Frumin
Ian Harvey Friedman

Rachel Glazer
MS Alliance for Nonprofits & 
    Philanthropy

Ilse Goldberg
Robert E. Spiller

Scott Goldberg’s birthday
Rabbi Micah & Sheril Greenstein

Our Grandchildren
Esther & Ronald O’Mell

The Greil Family of 
Montgomery, AL
Steven J. Greil

Leah Harrison
Terry & Bert Romberg

Macy B. Hart
Drs. Bill & Isa Aron
Dr. Bruce & Linda B. Beeber
Dr. James E. Bowley
Sylvia & Malcolm Cohen
J. Bradley Greenblum
Hilary & Micah B. Hart
Rabbi Debra & Alec Kassoff
Susan & Richard A. Lipsey
Ellen & Jeffrey Oppenheim

Susan Hart’s birthday
Hannah & Will Martin

Susan & Macy B. Hart
Sheryl & Gordon Bogen
Charlett & Dr. Marshall Frumin
Kay & Carson M. Hughes
Natalie & James B. Jalenak
Lynn Orkin Koff
Beth & Steven D. Orlansky

Jay Hesdorffer
Melanie Hesdorffer
Nancy & Robert Northrip
Don & Martha Pollak

Jay & Marietta Hesdorffer
Gilda Hesdorffer
Paul & Debra H. Solomon

Alfred & Joyce Hiller
Brenda & Stuart Brand

Rabbi Sarit Horwitz & Rabbi 
Abe Schacter-Gampel
Drs. Alka & James Cohen

Dr. Andrea Katz
Steven Hornstein

Janet Brueck Lang
Ann J. Rubin

Andrea Levy
Pam Schur

Steve Libowsky
David & Janet Blum
Paul M. & Carol Kurtz

Dr. Carolyn Lipson-Walker
Ellen & Arthur L. Litman
Alex Litoff
Betty & Jay Lorch
Maxwell J. Lyons, II
Barbara & Earl J. Magdovitz
Dr. Charles Mansbach II
May Lynn Mansbach
Deborah Marcus
Jay Marcus
Alicia Kate Margolis
Anne & Paul Marks, Jr.
Gillian & Charles Marks
Dr. Ronald & Nat Marks
Hannah & Will Martin
Susan & William Martin, Jr.
Robert & Deborah McMullan
Jennifer Meer
Dr. Morton & Rosaly Meltzer
Gerald & Sherry Merfish
Patti & Dr. David Micklin
Susan Miller
Don A. Mitchell
Lynn & Sidney Morris
Rabbis Susie & Steve Moskowitz
Michael B. Mushlin & Thea Stone
Don & Rose Ann Naron
Sally G. Nash
George Neville
Angie & Donald Newlin
Darla Newman
Melanie & Louis Newman
Dr. Seth & Jane Novoselsky
Scott O’Neal
Ellen & Jeffrey Oppenheim
Dr. Stephen & Carolyn 
   Oppenheimer
David Pace
Ilene & John S. Pachter
Louise & Theodore H. Pailet
Wendy & Lee Pake
Timothy & Lynn Parshall
Rabbi Hava Lynn Pell & Michael 
   H. Kline
Lynette & Marvin A. Perlis
Theodore & Harriette Perlman
Francine & Dr. Frederick Pevow
Dr. Charles & Carole Plesofsky
Don & Martha Pollak
The Posners: Connie, Donald, 
   Ben, Alan, Valerie, & Corinne
Becky & Don Potts
Mollie Rabinovitz
Roberta Rabinowitz
Bryna Rapp
Ronnet & Mark Rice
Deborah Roberts
Phillip I. Roby
Alice & Elliott Rosenberg
Jeanne & Dr. Stephen L. Rozman
Pam & Lee Rubin
Stephen J. Saft
Harold C. Samuels & Susie Shatz
Susan Sandler
Susan & Rabbi Neil Sandler
Dr. Jonathan Sarna & Ruth Langer
Robert S. Savelson
Debbie & Sid Scheinberg
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In Memory Of:

Susan Elkins
Van & Cheryl Hart
Edna Falk
Mark & Judy Goldsmith
Maxwell J. Lyons, II
Bertha Feldman
Beth & David Swiff
Irving Feldman
Susan & Macy B. Hart
Debra & Joel Jacobs
The Kander-Dauphin Family
Don A. Mitchell
Rabbis Susie & Steve Moskowitz
Rita & Marshall Plaut
Teejay & David Shemper
Rabbi Caroline Sim
Mary L. Wiener & Sanford M. Cohen
Sandy Fischer
Don A. Mitchell

Dorrit Friedlander
Charles & Bettie Minette Cooper

Annabelle Friedman
Edward Friedman

Harry S. Furst
Margaret Furst

Joan Geiger
Betsy & Joseph Samuels
Michele & Ken Schipper
Lou Ginsberg
Mark Balser
Imogene Berman
Mindy & Gregg Fine
Loel & Larry Samuel, III
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
John Burton Spencer, III

Abe Goodman
Michael Goodman
Adrian B. Goodman
Christine Nuttall
Joseph R. Goodman
Dr. Steven & Lauren Goodman

Mary Farrell & Gerald Maatman
Nancy & Barry Glazer

Sue Machover
Sue & Martin Machover

Steve McCrann
Ethel & Dr. Richard S. Wayne

Scott Miller
Gerald W. Miller
Julia Miller

Jeremy E. Mix
Arlene & Franklin N. Mix

Lena Kirk Murrell
Dr. Charles & Harrylyn Sallis

The birth of Miri Nisen
Michael J. Churgin

Dr. Josh Parshall
The Ciesla Foundation
Greenville Arts Council
Timothy & Lynn Parshall

Ava Pomerantz
Jerry Pomerantz

Dylan Howard Rice
Ronnet & Mark Rice

Dr. Robert Roubey
Charlotte Margolis

Betsy Samuels
Gail & Michael Goldberg

Michele Schipper
Rabbi Denise Eger & Rabbi 
    Eleanor Steinman
Gail & Michael Goldberg

Michele & Ken Schipper
Elise Schipper

Rachel Reagler Schulman
Scott & Julie Miller

Jack Selber’s birthday
Leanne & Alan Silverblatt

Rabbi Andrew N. Bachman
The Bleiberg Family
Michelle Blumenthal
Rabbi Erin Boxt
Ed Buchman
Deborah Bush
Sandra & John DeMuth
Mayo (Bren) Dorsey & 
   Jody Lubritz Dorsey
Lori & Scott Dreffin
Debra & Michael Fein
Irving Feldman
Marilyn Gelman
Michael Goodman
Charlotte & Bruce Greely
Susan & Howard Green
Elaine & Michael Gutenstein
Risa & Drew Herzog

THE CHAI CLUB is the 
ISJL’s monthly giving 
society— all of the 
donors listed here 
make recurring gifts to 
the ISJL each month, 
directly deducted from 
their accounts; an easy, 
meaningful way to give! 

Want to join 
the Chai Club? 

Visit 
isjl.org/donate

Sherry Shemtov
Beth & David Swiff

Rabbi Steven Silberman
Ken & Ginny Bloch

Alan & Leanne Silverblatt
Woods & Lynn Eastland

Rabbi Caroline Sim
Beth Shalom: The Jewish 
   Community of East Alabama
Congregation B’nai Israel – 
   Monroe, LA

Joe Stein
Gail & Louis K. Adler

Dr. Barry Verkaof
Richard & Joan Chardkoff

Alabel Wiser
Ethel & Dr. Richard S. Wayne

The congregation at Temple 
B’nai Israel – Natchez, MS
Dr. Neil & Jill Solomon

Zelda Abis
Cynthia Cook

Theresa Diane Hunter
Barbara Hyman
Barbara & Curtis Joseph
The Kander-Dauphin Family
Donald & Lyn Kartiganer
Rabbi Debra & Alec Kassoff
Dr. Madelyn Mishkin Katz
Ann & Chris Kientz
Laura & Henry Kline II
Judy & Mark Konikoff
Janet & Dr. Kevin Krane
Marla Greenberg Lepore
William Levinson
Cynthia M. Lyons
Alicia Kate Margolis
Lt. Col. Ed Nagler
Claire Solomon Nisen 
    & Max Nisen

Mrs. Phrose Raphael
Rabbi Deborah Silver
Loraine Simons
Hayley Smith
Yvonne Stephan
Rachel Stern & Scott Pullen
Adam & Regan Wassell
Diane & Alan Weil

Sep. 15–Dec. 31, 2020

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Benham, Jr
Laurie Bell & James Dworkin 
   and John Bell

Peter Berger
Stephen & Margaret Rosenstein

Dr. Geoffrey Bergman
Beth & David Swiff

Mitchell Berk
Beth Stearman

Bernie Berman
Beth & David Swiff

Elizabeth Bleiberg
The Bleiberg Family

Rabbi P. Irving Bloom
Patricia Bloom

Marshall Brown
Beth & David Swiff

Eileen Titche Burson
Susan & Dr. Leslie R. Burson

Anna K. Bush
Deborah Roberts

David  Byck
Mary L. Wiener & Sanford M. Cohen

Dr. Ralph E. Capouya
Frances N. Capouya

Shirley Rice Carp
Darren & Michele Cubell

Peggy Cohn
Dr. Michael & Louisa Weinrib

Frances Davidson
Arlene & Arnold Cooper

Buddy & Dorothy Dveirin
Jack Dveirin

Janice L. Dveirin
Jack Dveirin

Joann Eisenstatt
Susan & Macy B. Hart
Don A. Mitchell

Theodore “Ted” Alford, Jr.
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Jay Antis
Barbara & Jeffrey A. Levingston

Rabbi Jeffrey L. Ballon
Ann Lois Ballon

Paul Barker
Michael & Leah Barker

Leo Bearman, Jr
Barbara Kabakoff

Samuel Bearman
Elliott N. Roberts & Josie 
   Friedman



Anonymous
The Stanford and Joan Alexander Foundation

Maurice Amado Foundation
The David Berg Foundation

Bezalel Foundation
Samuel Bronfman Foundation

Covenant Foundation
Elaine and Emanuel Crystal Charitable Fund

Nathan Cummings Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel M. Edelman

The Rosalinde and Arthur Gilbert Foundation
Goldring Family Foundation

The Gottesman Fund
Eugene M. Grant

Robert G. & Ellen S. Gutenstein Family 
Foundation

Ronne & Donald Hess Foundation
Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc.
Jim Joseph Foundation

W. K. Kellogg Foundation
Charles and Esther Kimerling Foundation

Ben L. & Betty G. Lamensdorf Endowment Fund
Ted Levi

The Leon Levine Foundation
Lawrence Magdovitz z”l
The Marcus Foundation

Ben May Charitable Trust
Mintz Family

Jean and Bill Mosow
Natan

Righteous Persons Foundation
AMSkier Agency Insurance

Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family 
Philanthropies

Shornick Family
The Slingshot Fund

Samuel and Helene Soref Foundation
Soref-Breslauer Texas Foundation

Woldenberg Foundation
M.B. and Edna Zale Foundation

Anne & Henry Zarrow Foundation

The ISJL is indebted to the following 
foundations and individuals whose 

generous investments, past and 
present, have enabled us to move our 

vision forward with confidence:

Harry & Edie Mindlin
Robert Feirstein

Max & Ida Mushlin
Michael B. Mushlin & Thea Stone

Mariann Copland Prince
Risa & Drew Herzog
Michele & Ken Schipper

Bettie Rubenstein
Arlene Rubel

Jarrell D. Rubinett
Susan & Gordon M. Rubinett

Samuel Ruvinsky
Drs. Eugenia & Marcelo J. 
   Ruvinsky

Hymie Sandler
Van & Cheryl Hart

Ann R. Sawyer
Dr. Donald Sawyer

Simon Sharp
Peter & Tamar Sharp

Dorothy & Fred Silverstein
Fred Silverstein, Jr.

Jonathon Sonkin
Ellen Hart

Rebecca Staff
Elinor & Michael D. Staff

Phyllis Berkower Stern
Mary L. Wiener & Sanford M. Cohen

Phyllis & Joseph Stern
Amy & Jacob M. Friedlander
Ellen Hart

Linda Segall Taffet
Micki Beth Stiller

Jerry Tanenbaum
Susan & Macy B. Hart
Rabbis Susie & Steve Moskowitz
Mary L. Wiener & Sanford M. Cohen

The victims killed at Tree of 
Life Congregation on October 
27, 2018
Craig Young

Rachel Borkowitz Turner
Dr. Stuart & Lois E. Schnider

Guslé Villedrouin
J.P. & Judy Villedrouin

Judy & Albert Wahba
Danielle Wahba

Jean Weddington
Richard & Cindy Ribble

Alan Weil, Sr.
Dr. Michael & Louisa Weinrib

Richard L. Wellek
Rachel Reagler Schulman

Jacob Wurtzel
David & Lisa Wurtzel

Donald J. Zadeck
Mary L. Wiener & Sanford M. Cohen

Mavis Zuckerman
Pamela & Drew Ingram

Sidney Goodman
Rebecca Goodman

Morris Gorden
Vivian & Dr. Phillip Gorden

Bill Gordon
Ellen Hart

Kalman Gordon
Toby Starr Gordon

Edward Grauman
Laurie & Maury Harris

Lester L. Green
Marilyn K. Green

Reva Hart
Rabbi Andrew N. Bachman
Jeri & Van Hart, Jr.
Rabbis Susie & Steve Moskowitz
Mary L. Wiener & Sanford M. Cohen

Reva & Ellis Hart
Ellen Hart
Hank Holmes
Augusta & Ben F. Jacobs, III
Dr. Richard B. Levine
Lynn & Sidney Morris

Rhoda Herzog
Mary L. Wiener & Sanford M. Cohen

Rhoda & Albert Herzog
Michael B. Mushlin & Thea Stone

Roger Frank Hirsch
Gail & Michael Goldberg
Sandra Streiffer Schwarcz
Judy & Charles Stokes

Daniel M. Jonas
Maryl Jonas

Suzanne Juric
Evelyn & Elliot Kornreich

Ian Arthur Kamien
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Howard Katz
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Julius King
Esther King

Bettye L. Kline
Stanley B. Kline

Fran Lake
Susan & Macy B. Hart

Joseph Lasky
Paul Lasky

Sophia Greenberg Lepow
Rachel Reagler Schulman

Freda & Morris Lewis
Gerald W. Miller
Julia Miller
Scott & Julie Miller

Richard S. Mesirow
Rachel Reagler Schulman

Doris & Joe Metz
Gloria & Steven Simon

Robert L. Meyer
Rachel Reagler Schulman

The Millstein, Stotland, & 
Lewis Families
Pam & Byron Spanjer
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The Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life 
supports, connects, and celebrates Jewish life in the South.

facebook.com
/theisjl

@theisjl @theisjl www.isjl.org youtube.com
/theisjl

Let’s Stay  
Connected!
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